
 
 

Franklin County Technical School New Building Tax Impact 

Estimated Total Cost to District $122.8M 

Estimated Annual Cost to Deerfield $695,000  

Term of Loan 30 years 

Estimated % increase to Deerfield Taxes 4.50% 

Estimated annual tax increase to $467K house  $285  

Total Cost 
The total cost of the project is estimated to be $236.6M, of which the MSBA grant will cover a maximum of $113.8M, 

leaving $122.8M for the district to share. 

Assuming 4.63% interest for 30 years, this is an annual payment of $7.654M for the district. 

The percentage each town pays is the average of: 

 the town’s total population as a percent of the total district population (not student population), and 

 the town’s EQV (essentially the assessed value of all property) as a percent of the total district EQV 

For Deerfield, using the 2024 EQV and the 2020 population, that equates to 9.08% of the total, or $695,000 per year.   

***Note that this is approximate!  The cost of the project and interest rate are not set.  *** 

Member Town Impact 
The assessments and tax impacts for each town are listed in the table below.   

 



 
 

Deerfield Tax Impact 
The MA Division of Local Services provides a tax impact calculator at  

https://dls-gw.dor.state.ma.us/reports/rdPage.aspx?rdReport=Analysis.TaxImpactCalc  

Using this calculator, the impact on Deerfield taxes is a 4.5% increase compared to the FY26 tax rate, equating to a $285 

increase in the average single family home tax bill.  The table below shows the tax bill increase corresponding to homes 

of various assessed values (see the right-hand column, “Estimated Tax Bill Impact”).   

This assumes that the increase is debt excluded.  If a debt exclusion did not pass, then no increase to taxes would occur, 

but Deerfield would have to cut budgets an equivalent amount. 

 

Education Annual Costs 
Annual costs per student for various schools, including tuition and transportation, are shown in the table below.  Smith 

Voc tuition is $22,559 per non-resident student in FY27; the $45,000 value includes transportation.  

FY26 Cost per Deerfield Resident 

Student for various schools 

Deerfield 
Budget 

Number of 

Deerfield Students 

$ per 

Student 

Deerfield Elementary School 5,711,097 247 23,122 

Frontier Regional School 4,768,983 214 22,285 

Franklin Tech 608,454 29 20,981 

Smith Voc (estimate) 90,000 2 ~45,000 

Franklin Tech Proposed Capital** 695,000 29 23,966 

** Capital cost does not vary with the number of students; this is shown for information only. 

Deerfield Debt Service (approximate current values) 
Approximate Current Debt Service Debt Service Final Year (approx.) 

Highway Garage 300,000 2034 

Waste-Water Treatment Plant (general fund) 230,000 ~2065 

Waste Water Treatment Plant (enterprise fund) 690,000 ~2065 

Library 580,000  ~2047 

TOTAL 1,800,000  

Deerfield Capital Contribution to FCTS 695,000 ~2069 

Questions about financial impact?  Please contact Julie Chalfant, Finance Committee Chair, JSCDeerfield@gmail.com 

Date: August 30, 2026 


